
APC English



week 4 lesson 1

helping verbs



helping verbs

• assist / support the main verb in a sentence

• providing additional information about the action or 

• indicate tense, mood, etc.



helping verbs

• The cat had slept peacefully. 

• (The helping verb "had" supports the main verb "slept.")

• She is running every morning. 

• (The helping verb "is" is supporting the main verb "running.")

• They have been happy. 

• (The helping verbs "have" and "been" support the main verb 

"happy.")



verb phrases

We have

1. Main verb

2. Helping (auxiliary) verbs

• some helping verbs are called modal verbs

Helping verbs come before the main verb

Modal verbs come before any helping verbs and the main verb

[modal verb(s)] + [other helping verb(s)] + main verb(s)



helping or linking verb

• If the verb comes before an action verb, 

• then it is a helping verb  

• If it comes before words that are describing the subject

• then it is a linking verb



Modals
grammar



same or different?

Helping verbs are auxiliary verbs

Modal verbs are a type of auxiliary verb



modal verbs

• can

• could

• may

• might

• shall

• should

• will

• would

• must



modal verbs

can

could

may

might

shall

should

will

would

must

Helping Verbs
Helping verbs



Examples

Chance    It may rain

Permission   You may enter

Ability    you can carry a lot.

Possibility   I would do it, but I’m too lazy

Advice    you shouldn’t

Future    he will win 





helping verb
exercises



Exercise #1: Read the conversation and choose the helping verbs from the list 

below to complete each blank.

1. A: Hi, I heard you're planning a trip to Paris.

 B: Yes, I'm excited! I ______ book the flights yet, but I'm thinking of going next month.

2. A: I can't find my keys anywhere.

 B: You ______ left them in the car. I remember you had them when we parked.

3. A: I have an important job interview tomorrow.

 B: You ______ wear something professional and be well-prepared. Confidence is key.

4. A: I'm not sure if I ______ make it to the party on time.

 B: Don't worry. If you're running late, you ______ always call and let them know.

5. A: The weather forecast says it ______ rain later.

 B: In that case, we ______ bring umbrellas, just in case.

can can haven’t may must have  should should 



Exercise #1: Read the conversation and choose the helping verbs from the list 

below to complete each blank.

1. A: Hi, I heard you're planning a trip to Paris.

 B: Yes, I'm excited! I haven’t book the flights yet, but I'm thinking of going next month.

2. A: I can't find my keys anywhere.

 B: You must have left them in the car. I remember you had them when we parked.

3. A: I have an important job interview tomorrow.

 B: You should wear something professional and be well-prepared. Confidence is key.

4. A: I'm not sure if I can make it to the party on time.

 B: Don't worry. If you're running late, you can always call and let them know.

5. A: The weather forecast says it may rain later.

 B: In that case, we should bring umbrellas, just in case.

can can haven’t may must have  should should 







graded listening



instructions

1. Listen, 

2. Listen again

3. Listen parts (1/3, 2/3, 3/3) - write what you hear

4. See questions

5. Listen again

6. Read text

7. confirm answers



questions

1. How much milk is the person trying to buy?

2. What milk is not available?

3. What preposition is missed in speech?



passage

Can I get a lee-ta of milk please?

We kinda outa normal milk

We’ve got low-fat or soya milk, sorry

OK thanks

Preposition & Connective Linking - how consonants connect to 
vowels and how weak syllables drop

• Kind of (Kinda): This math problem is kinda hard.

• Out of (Outa): We are completely outa milk.



questions

1. How much milk is the person trying to buy? One litre / liter

2. What milk is not available? ‘normal’

3. What preposition is missed in speech? ‘of’



speaking / pronunciation 

practice



/k/ - as in "cat"

1. Cup

2. Kit

3. Key

4. Can

5. Cut

6. Cake

7. Car

8. Coat

9. King

10. Kite



/h/ - as in "hat"

1. Hen

2. Hot

3. Home

4. Hill

5. Hair

6. Hand

7. Hug

8. High

9. Hose

10. Hike



/f/ - as in "fun"

1. Fan

2. Fish

3. Fog

4. Fox

5. Fun

6. Feet

7. Fall

8. Five

9. Fork

10. Felt



/b/ - as in "bat"

1. Bat

2. Bag

3. Bell

4. Bird

5. Box

6. Bake

7. Bed

8. Buck

9. Boat

10. Bear



/d/ - as in "dog"

1. Dog

2. Dot

3. Duck

4. Doll

5. Door

6. Dad

7. Desk

8. Dive

9. Dry

10. Drum



/g/ - as in "go"

1. Go

2. Get

3. Girl

4. Gas

5. Golf

6. Give

7. Grin

8. Glad

9. Goal

10. Gaze



/j/ - as in "yes"

1. Yes

2. Yellow

3. You

4. Yarn

5. Yell

6. Year

7. Yawn

8. Yield

9. Yolk

10. Yacht



listening practice

U2 – I still haven’t found what I am looking for



Past Perfect & Future 

Perfect
grammar



Present Perfect

I have washed the dishes

futurepast
present

wash dishes



Past Perfect

I had washed the dishes

futurepast present
wash dishes

walk the dog

before I walked the dog



Future Perfect

I will have washed the dishes

future
past present

wash dishes walk the dog

before I walk the dog



Perfect Progressive / 

Continuous
grammar



Perfect continuous

Have + been + V + ing

I have been working at home

I have been walking all day

I have been eating my dinner

I have been teaching for 10 minutes

I have been watching you



I have been working at home

I have been walking all day

I have been eating my dinner

I have been teaching for 10 minutes

I have been watching you

I had been working at home

I had been walking all day

I had been eating my dinner

I had been teaching for 10 minutes

I had been watching you

I will have been working at home

I will have been walking all day

I will have been eating my dinner

I will have been teaching for 10 
minutes

I will have been watching you



Perfect Aspect – complete - have - V -ing

had been working

have been working

will have been workingfuture

past

present

I had been working at home

I have been working at home

I will have been working at home



Present Perfect Continuous

I have been washing the dishes

futurepast present

washing dishes



Past Perfect Continuous

I had been washing the dishes

futurepast present

washing dishes

before she said “Hi”

she said “Hi”



Future Perfect

I will have been washing the dishes

futurepast present

washing dishes

for 10 minutes before she notices 

she notices













Thank you!
any questions?
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