
APC English 2



collocations



vocabulary

what is a collocation?

a correct use of words together

• e.g. ‘heavy rain’ but not strong rain

• e.g. ‘do exercise’ but not make exercise



What is a collocation?

A collocation is a combination of two or more words that 

are commonly used together, in a way that sounds natural 

to a native English speaker

e.g. heavy rain, brand new, catch fire



common collocations

• Make a bed

• Take a shower

• Have breakfast

• Go to school

• Do homework

• Read a book

• Write a letter

• Listen to music

• Watch TV

• Meet a friend

• Eat lunch

• Drink coffee

• Play a game

• Visit a friend

• Use a computer

• Buy groceries

• Take a break

• Open a door

• Close a window

• Ask a question





go

have

get

make

do



Exercise 2. sport collocations play, go or do ?

aerobics

athletics

badminton

basketball

boxing

cricket

cycling

football

golf

gymnastics

hockey

horse riding

ice hockey

ice skating

judo

karate

rowing

rugby

sailing

skiing

snowboarding

surfing

swimming

table tennis

taekwondo

tennis

volleyball

wrestling

yoga





make have doget

a mistake

the dishes

tea / coffee

the homework

lunch

a cake

angry

a bath

a phone call

a problem

the washing up

married

a job

a drink

some exercise

a noise

lost

a favour

fun

the shopping

friends

up

a good time

home

have a job the washing upsome exercisea drink

Exercise 3 complete each sack from the top words to form collocations



do

eat

eat

eat

get

get

go

go

go

go

go

have

listen to

make

play

read

watch

Exercise 4  

Complete the passage with 

the correct verbs to form 

collocations



1. get

2. have

3. get

4. make

5. eat

6. listen to

7. go

8. eat

9. go

10.play

11.go

12.eat

13.do

14.watch

15.go

16.read

17.go



break?



collocations



collocations



collocations



collocations



exercise #1



Write the phrases here matching to the pictures
get on 
make 
sit on 
buy 
watch
look out of 
go go   lie 
look for
read
have
drive 
walk

the bus, the bus  
TV, the window
a poster
some pens 
in bed 
into town
breakfast 
to school 
some balloons
to work 
to the sports centre
a magazine 

1

3

5

8

11

2

6

14

13

7

4

10

12

9

1. ________________

2. ________________

3. ________________

4. ________________

5. ________________

6. ________________

7. ________________

8. ________________

9. ________________

10.________________

11.________________

12.________________

13.________________

14.________________



exercise #2



Write the phrases here matching to the pictures
brush   take   

put on   

have   send

throw   

get ready   

get ready   brush

put on   

have   send   

have   have   

take

put on  

brush

your pyjamas    

for bed   a ball

an e-mail   dinner   

your teeth

a photograph   

for school   your hair

your shoes   

a drink   a letter

a shower   a break  

the bus   

a hat

a dog 

1

3

5

8

11

2

6

14

13

7

4

10

12

9

1. ________________

2. ________________

3. ________________

4. ________________

5. ________________

6. ________________

7. ________________

8. ________________

9. ________________

10.________________

11.________________

12.________________

13.________________

14.________________

15.________________

16.________________

17.________________

15

16

17



exercise #3



match the collocations 1. Make a choice

2. ________ a chance

3. ________ a suggestion

4. ________ a job

5. ________ for a walk

6. ________ a lecture

7. ________ a movie

8. ________ a meal

9. ________ a sport

10.________ a story

Do 

Eat

Go 

Have

Listen to 

Make 

Play 

Take 

Watch 

Write



match the collocations

1. Make a choice

2. Take a chance

3. Have a suggestion

4. Do a job

5. Go for a walk

6. Listen to a lecture

7. Watch a movie

8. Eat a meal

9. Play a sport

10.Write a story



collocation meaning and example sentences

Make a choice
• To decide between options
• "make a choice between pizza and pasta for dinner."
Take a chance
• To do something risky or uncertain.
• "I decided to take a chance with a new style."
Have a suggestion
•To offer an idea or proposal.
•"Does anyone have a suggestion for our weekend plans?"
Do a job
•To complete a task.
•"I need to do a job and finish my homework before going out."
Go for a walk
•To take a walk for leisure.
•"Let's go for a walk in the park and enjoy the fresh air.”



collocation meaning and example sentences

Listen to a lecture
•To pay attention to a formal presentation.
•"Students gathered to listen to a lecture on science."
Watch a movie
•To view a film.
•"On weekends, we like to watch a movie together as a family."
Eat a meal
•To consume food during a specific time.
•"It's important to eat a balanced meal for good health."
Play a sport:
•To participate in a game or physical activity.
•"Kids love to play a sport like soccer during recess."
Write a story
•To compose or create a narrative.
•"As a hobby, she likes to write a story every weekend."



exercise #4



match the collocations 1. Make a decision

2. ________ a break

3. ________ an opinion

4. ________ a task

5. ________ a trip

6. ________ a book

7. ________ a language

8. ________ a question

9. ________ a career

10. ________ an event

Make

Choose

Ask

Plan

Read 

Go on

Speak

Give

Complete 

Take 



match the collocations

1. Make a decision

2. Take a break

3. Give an opinion

4. Complete a task

5. Go on a trip

6. Read a book

7. Speak a language

8. Ask a question

9. Choose a career

10. Plan an event



collocation meaning and example sentences

Make a decision:
•To choose something after thinking about it.
•"I need to make a decision about what to have for dinner."
Take a break:
•To stop working or doing something for a short time.
•"Let's take a break and have some tea."
Give an opinion:
•To share what you think about something.
•"Can you give your opinion on this movie? Did you like it?"
Complete a task:
•To finish a job or activity.
•"I need to complete my homework before going out to play."
Go on a trip:
•To travel to another place for a short period.
•"We're going on a trip to the beach this weekend."



collocation meaning and example sentences

Read a book:

•To look at and understand the words in a book.

•"I love to read a book before bedtime."

Speak a language:

•To use words and talk in a specific language.

•"She can speak three languages: English, Spanish, and French."

Ask a question:

•To say or write something to get information from someone.

•"Don't be afraid to ask a question if you don't understand."

Choose a career:

•To decide on a job or profession for the future.

•"When I grow up, I want to choose a career as a doctor."

Plan an event:

•To organize and arrange details for a gathering or occasion.

•"We need to plan the birthday party for next week."



exercise #5



collocations week 1

1. Catch a cold

2. Have a snack

3. Take a break

4. Have a conversation

5. Take a look

6. Have a meeting

7. Have a good time

8. Take a seat

9. Have a dream

10. Have a feeling

A. Talk with someone in a friendly way

B. Sit down

C. Quickly see or watch something 

D. Experience an emotion or sensation

E. See pictures and stories in your mind while you're sleeping 

F. When you get sick with a runny nose and sore throat 

G. Stop what you're doing and rest for a short time

H. Enjoy yourself, have fun 

I. Get together with others to talk or work on something

J. Eat a little bit of food between meals



collocations week 1

• Catch a cold: When you get sick with a runny nose and sore throat.

• Have a snack: Eat a little bit of food between meals.

• Take a break: Stop what you're doing and rest for a short time.

• Have a conversation: Talk with someone in a friendly way.

• Take a look: Quickly see or watch something.

• Have a meeting: Get together with others to talk or work on something.

• Have a good time: Enjoy yourself, have fun.

• Take a seat: Sit down.

• Have a dream: See pictures and stories in your mind while you're sleeping.

• Have a feeling: Experience an emotion or sensation.



alternative explanations

• Catch a cold: To become sick with a common viral infection that affects the nose and throat.

• Have a snack: To eat a small amount of food between regular meals.

• Take a break: To pause or stop an activity for a short period of rest.

• Have a conversation: To talk with someone in a friendly and informal way.

• Take a look: To look at something or someone briefly.

• Have a meeting: To gather with others to discuss or work on a particular topic.

• Have a good time: To enjoy oneself; to experience a pleasant or enjoyable period.

• Take a seat: To sit down.

• Have a dream: To experience a series of images, ideas, and emotions during sleep.

• Have a feeling: To be aware of or experience an emotion or sensation.



Thank you!
any questions?
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