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Introduction to 

Noun Phrases
with prepositional phrases



SVO

Sentences in English have a S-V-O structure

subject verb object

John played with the ball

He was sleeping in the bed

A woman is watching TV

Subject – is doing something (the verb)

Object – (verb) is doing to this



sentences

SVO subject – verb – object

(Thai, Chinese & English)

The boy kicked the ball

The boy (S) kicked (V) the ball (O)

nouns – boy, ball verb – kicked



Sentence SVO

Subject Verb Object

The boy kicked the ball

The boy hit the ball

The boy caught the ball

The boy punched the ball

The boy threw the ball

The boy ran with the ball

article + noun article + noun 



Sentence SVO

Subject Verb Object

The boy kicked the ball

article + noun 
article + noun 

modifier + noun 

modifier = modifies the noun

modifies = changes or ‘adds to’



noun phrases

 A noun phrase consists of a noun and its modifiers. 

 Modifiers include articles, adjectives, and other elements that provide more 

information about the noun.

o The happy cat

o Two delicious slices of pizza



what is a noun phrase?

A noun phrase is a group of words related to a noun

The big red ball rolled down the hill

noun phrases can include:

articles (the) – adjectives (big, red) – nouns (ball)

but do not include the verb

The big red ball rolled down the hill



noun phrases

These are noun phrases

• Article + noun (the boy, the ball, a boy, a ball, an artist, an apple)

• Adjective + noun (small boy, new ball)

• Article + adjective + noun (the small boy, a new ball)

• Article + adjective + adjective + noun 

• the small Indian boy

• a big, new ball



articles in 

noun phrases



articles

"I have car“

"I have a car."



Articles – what we know

Refer to specific or general

A blue pen could be any pen that is blue

The blue pen is a specific pen



articles – what we know

indefinite articles a

an

definite article the



Articles – what we know

articles are:

• a type of determiner

• they modify nouns

• a, an, the

examples:

• the blue pen

• John is a good friend

• the big park was fun



adjectives in 

noun phrases



Adjectives – what we know

adjectives:

• describe

• add more information 

to a word

examples:

• the blue pen

• John is my best friend

• The big park was fun

Feelings





Adjectives - order

big 

old 

white

order

Determiner

Opinion

Size

Age

Shape

Color

Origin

Material

purpose

The big old white house







add a modifier (adjective) to complete these sentences

1. The _____naughty_________ child was disruptive at the restaurant. 

2. The _____________________ horse galloped around the track. 

3. I took the ball from the _________________________ child. 

4. We walked to the ______________________ farm on the weekend. 

5. The _______________________ park was open until the afternoon. 



simple 

noun phrase

exercises



find the 

noun phrase



underline the noun phrases

1. The teacher helps students with their homework.

2. A cat sleeps on the windowsill.

3. The children play in the playground.

4. A cook prepares delicious meals in the restaurant.

5. A car waits at the traffic light.

6. A girl dances in the park.

7. A dog greets visitors at the front door.



noun phrases

A noun phrase often includes a modifier like an adjective.

Structure: Article + Adjective + Noun

Example: The happy children played.



noun phrases

1. The patient teacher helps students with their homework.

2. A fluffy cat sleeps on the windowsill.

3. The noisy children play in the playground.

4. An experienced cook prepares delicious meals in the restaurant.

5. A red car waits at the traffic light.

6. An energetic girl dances in the park.

7. A friendly dog greets visitors at the front door.



order the 

noun phrase



change the noun phrases to the correct order

1. mountains the snowy are busy this time of the year

2. I hope you had happy a Christmas.

3. Don’t touch boiling the pot.

4. table table the tennis is now available.

5. Can you afford tickets the train expensive?

6. I used to go to work on old an bicycle.

7. We enjoyed decorating tree Christmas the beautiful



speaking / pronunciation 

practice



common consonant clusters - -ing: as in “walking”

• walking

• talking

• listening

• dancing

• drinking

• playing

• reading

• running

• singing

• swimming

• sleeping



common consonant clusters - -ly: as in “quickly”

• quickly

• quietly

• happily

• carefully

• slowly

• sadly

• daily

• monthly

• honestly

• perfectly



common consonant clusters - -ble: as in “table”

• table

• able

• fable

• durable

• edible

• bible

• liable

• manageable

• incredible

• plausible



common consonant clusters - -ple: as in “apple”

• apple

• simple

• sample

• ample

• triple

• multiple

• staple

• couple

• people

• principle



common consonant clusters - -nd: as in "end," "friend," "beyond."

• end

• friend

• hand

• sand

• mind

• kind

• find

• sound

• round

• beyond



common consonant clusters - -nt: as in "went," "sent," "want."

• sent

• went

• want

• silent

• different

• ancient

• constant

• brilliant

• violent

• excellent



common consonant clusters - -rt: as in "part," "heart," "smart."

• part

• heart

• smart

• chart

• apart

• art

• port

• sport

• report

• support



common consonant clusters - -st: as in "best," "fast," "test."

• best

• west

• east

• fast

• first

• test

• rest

• just

• trust

• dust



common consonant clusters - -lt: as in "felt," "salt," "cult."

• felt

• salt

• jolt

• fault

• adult

• cult

• melt

• felt

• smelt

• quilt



common consonant clusters - -ft: as in "left," "craft," "draft."

• left

• lift

• gift

• craft

• draft

• loft

• left

• swift

• sift

• soft



common consonant clusters - -pt: as in "kept," "slept," "except."

• slept

• accept

• except

• kept

• swept

• script

• prompt

• adopt

• disrupt

• attempt



common consonant clusters - -ct: as in "fact," "strict," "exact."

• fact

• act

• exact

• strict

• direct

• select

• correct

• contact

• collect

• expect



common consonant clusters - -mp: as in "jump," "dump," "lump."

• jump

• dump

• lump

• pump

• bump

• stamp

• tramp

• cramp

• camp

• swamp



common consonant clusters - -sk: as in "ask," "disk," "brisk."

• ask

• task

• flask

• risk

• disk

• brisk

• whisk

• husk

• dusk

• rusk



listening practice



Now there was a time, when they used to say

That 1 _____________ every "great man", there had 

to be a "great woman"

But 2 _____________ these times of change, you 

know that it's no longer true

So we're coming 3 _____________ of the kitchen, 

‘cause there's something we forgot to say to you

We say sisters are doing it 4 __________ themselves

Standing 5 _____________ their own two feet

And ringing 6 _____________ their own bells
We say sisters are doing it 7 _________ themselves

Prepositions – Sisters are doing it for themselves
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=drGx7JkFSp4

Listen to the song and fill in the blanks with these 

prepositions

Now this is a song 8 _____________ celebrate, the 

conscious liberation 9 _____________ the female state

Mothers, daughters and their daughters too,  

woman 10 ___________ woman 

we're singing 11 __________ you

The "inferior sex" got a new exterior, we’ve got doctors, 

lawyers, politicians too

Everybody, take a look 12 _____________

Can you see? Can you see? Can you see? There's a woman 

right 13 _____________ you

Sisters are doing it 14 _____________ themselves

Standing 15 _____________ their own two feet

And ringing 16 _____________ their own bells

Sisters are doing it 17 _____________ themselves

Now we ain't making stories, and we ain't laying plans

Don’t you know that a man still loves a woman, and a 

woman still loves a man

Just the same though

Sisters are doing it 18 _____________ themselvesbehind inout

for on onfor

to

of

to

witharound next to 

for ononforfor

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=drGx7JkFSp4


using prepositions 

with 

noun phrases



using propositions

prepositions help answer questions like "where," "when," and "how.“

 where is the cat?

The cat is on the roof

 where is the book?

The book is on the shelf



using propositions - examples

 "The cat on the mat."

 "The book in the bag."

 "The sun above the clouds."

 "The ball under the chair."

 "The flower beside the vase."

 "The car between the trees."

 "The cup on the table."

 "The bird in the sky."

 "The fish under the water."

 "The clock above the door."

 on

 in

 above

 under

 beside

 between

 on

 in

 under

 above



insert the preposition

1. The picture is __________ the wall.

2. The computer is __________ the desk.

3. The park is __________ our house.

4. The cat is __________ the sofa.

5. The coffee shop is __________ the street from the office.

6. The supermarket is __________ the bank and the library.

7. The playground is __________ the school building.



propositions - time

1. We have a meeting at 10 AM.

2. The concert starts at 7 PM.

3. I usually have lunch around noon.



propositions - place

1. The children played in the playground.

2. The cat is hiding under the table.

3. We had a picnic by the river.



propositions - direction

1. The hikers walked toward the mountain.

2. The arrow points to the left.

3. She looked across the street before crossing.



propositions – relationship / location

1. The cat is next to the dog.

2. The brothers stood beside each other.

3. We sat between Tom and Emily during the movie.



using prepositions

exercises



constructing noun phrases in or on?

1. The cat is __________ the roof.

2. The book is __________ the shelf.

3. We play games __________ the park.

4. The ball is __________ the box.

5. The flowers are __________ the vase.

6. The sun is __________ the sky.

7. The pencil is __________ the desk.



constructing noun phrases in or on?

1. The students like to study __________ the library on campus.

2. The chef is cooking __________ the kitchen with stainless steel appliances.

3. The family enjoys picnics __________ the weekends at the nearby park.

4. The cat likes to sleep __________ the warm sunlight on the windowsill.

5. Our team practices soccer __________ the large field behind the school.

6. The old bookstore is located __________ the historic downtown area.

7. We planted flowers __________ the small garden near the front porch.



1. The restaurant is located __________ the 

corner.

a) in

b) at

c) on

2. We have a meeting __________ 2 PM.

a) on

b) at

c) in

3. The movie starts __________ 7 PM.

a) in

b) at

c) on

Choose the correct preposition to 

complete the sentences.
4. She stood __________ the bus stop.

a) on

b) at

c) by

5. The cat is sleeping __________ the bed.

a) on

b) at

c) in

6. They live __________ the third floor.

a) on

b) at

c) in

7. The gift is __________ the table.

a) on

b) at

c) in



1. The restaurant is located __________ the 

corner.

a) in

b) at

c) on

2. We have a meeting __________ 2 PM.

a) on

b) at

c) in

3. The movie starts __________ 7 PM.

a) in

b) at

c) on

Choose the correct preposition to 

complete the sentences.
4. She stood __________ the bus stop.

a) on

b) at

c) by

5. The cat is sleeping __________ the bed.

a) on

b) at

c) in

6. They live __________ the third floor.

a) on

b) at

c) in

7. The gift is __________ the table.

a) on

b) at

c) in



constructing noun phrases with the words in the box

1. The plane flew __________ the clouds.

2. The restaurant is famous __________ its delicious desserts.

3. She walked __________ the street to the other side.

4. The treasure is hidden __________ the ancient castle.

5. We waited for the bus __________ the bus stop.

6. The hiking trail leads __________ the mountain.

7. The bakery is located __________ the busy intersection.

above across at for near within up



Thank you!
any questions?


